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to take stock of one’s life, for it is a time when
you have the health, the energy and the ideal-
ism to still achieve your fondest dreams. For
someone like Meryl—a highly respected mag-
azine writer who is a Contributing Editor of
‘‘New York’’ magazine and lives in that leg-
endary metropolis—a 50th birthday is a won-
derful vantage point from which to realize that
she has been blessed with professional re-
nown. Her essays and articles touch the heart,
the funny bone, and the conscience of our na-
tion. She is also fortunate to have a joyful
marriage to esteemed writer, pundit, and
comic Walter Shapiro; doting parents, Adelle
and David Gordon of Rochester, N.Y. and a
large and nurturing circle of friends who have
come from far and wide to salute her tonight.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Meryl Gordon on this milestone and
wish her continued success and happiness in
her next half century.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize H. Mickey McCabe, one of three
honorees at the annual dinner-dance hosted
by Ireland’s 32 on January 19, 2001. Mr.
McCabe was honored for his accomplishments
and for his continued dedication to the im-
provement of the quality of life for the resi-
dents of Bayonne, New Jersey.

Mr. McCabe has demonstrated an unparal-
leled commitment to the safety and welfare of
his community: He is the founder and presi-
dent of McCabe, and he recently established
the Bayonne Community Bank. His service
commitments to the community of Bayonne
are numerous: coordinator for the Hudson
County New Jersey State Police Office of
Emergency Management; state president of
the Medical Transportation Association of New
Jersey for more than 5 years; commissioner of
the Bayonne Alcohol Beverage Control Board;
chairman of the 2000 Bayonne Mayoral Task
Force; past president of the Bayonne Uptown
Merchants Association; and member of the
board of directors of the Bayonne Chamber of
Commerce.

In addition, Mr. McCabe is the founding
president of the American Heart Association,
Bayonne Chapter; treasurer of D.A.R.E., Ba-
yonne Chapter; and citywide chairman of the
Bayonne Police Bulletproof Vest Fund Drive;
and he is a founding member of the Bayonne
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee. He is
an honorary lifetime member of the Police Be-
nevolent Association, Local 7, and a recipient
of the Boy Scout Council Distinguished Citi-
zens Award, among other awards.

Mr. McCabe is married to Judith P.
McCabe, and is the father of two children: Alli-
son (27) and Michael (23).

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing H. Mickey McCabe for his impor-
tant contributions to the community of Ba-
yonne, New Jersey.

FAREWELL CELEBRATION
HONORING DR. NAFIS SADIK

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
it is an honor to recognize the world’s cham-
pion for international family planning and wom-
en’s empowerment and one of the world’s
most powerful women, Dr. Nafis Sadik.

I am continually amazed by Dr. Sadik’s ac-
complishments. She began her career at the
United Nations as the head of UNFPA’s Pro-
gram Branch under the leadership of Rafael
Salas. Dr. Salas used to regularly send Nafis
to attend high-level U.N. meetings where she
was the only woman in the room.

Not only that, but she was a woman rep-
resenting the Population Fund, not high on the
U.N.’s most favored agency list, and even
worse, she was advocating for women. And,
as you would guess, she was usually ignored.
However these men didn’t know whom they
were dealing with. Dr. Sadik was undaunted
by her male colleagues and regularly spoke
with a clear voice and a courageous voice
until she was heard.

Now, she is in her 13th year as the head of
UNFPA. The first woman to ever be appointed
to head a United Nations agency.

Dr. Sadik’s passion and commitment to
international family planning doesn’t come
from reciting a UNFPA manual, but learning
first hand what access to family planning
means for women and families around the
world.

As the director of the women’s and chil-
dren’s wards of Pakistani hospitals, she
helped shape the country’s family planning
programs. She saw and heard first hand
women who didn’t want more children, but
didn’t have the access to the resources or the
power to make the decisions they needed to
plan their families.

It’s this experience that resonates in Dr.
Sadik’s words and commands our attention. I
owe a great deal to Dr. Sadik. It was her
words and leadership that helped my col-
leagues and I restore the U.S. contribution to
UNFPA in 1999.

I met Dr. Sadik at the Hague International
Forum Conference on population and wom-
en’s reproductive health. We were just begin-
ning our fight in Congress to restore UNFPA
funding.

We had a daunting task before us—restore
$25 million for UNFPA during a tough budget
fight in a Congress that equates family plan-
ning with abortion. But using Dr. Sadik’s words
that, ‘‘population is not someone else’’ prob-
lem; it’s a global issue that needs to engage
every country in the world,’’ we won the fight
and restored the U.S. contribution to UNFPA.

This past year we achieved another success
in Congress, when UNFPA was included in
the budget at $25 million. But, we still have a
long way to go. My colleagues and I are still
working to restore all U.S. funding for inter-
national family planning programs back to its
1995 levels. It’s far below where we were in
the 1980’s, but it will be a 20% increase over
last year.

This past year, we had more than 120
Members that understand the link between
family planning and women’s health. With Dr.

Sadik at the helm of UNFPA, Congress got
the message that family planning is vital to the
fight to save women’s lives.

Be assured that we will continue Dr. Sadik’s
fight for women around the world and will work
with Thoraya Obaid to keep her legacy moving
forward.

Dr. Sadik, thank you for your courage, your
leadership, and your commitment to the
women of this world. You are an inspiration to
us all and we will miss your dearly.
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Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, my heart is
heavy and in pain from the tragedy that struck
my alma mater—Oklahoma State University,
located in my hometown of Stillwater, Okla-
homa—on January 27th, 2001.

A plane carrying members of OSU’s basket-
ball team, athletic department, and sports
broadcast unit crashed shortly after take-off
following the OSU men’s basketball game at
the University of Colorado in Boulder. Ten
members of the OSU family lost their lives in
the accident.

Understandably, in times such as these, one
could not be blamed for believing that the be-
loved schools of so many had just had a part
of itself die. We know these 10 men’s families
have lost their loved ones, and now have an
aching in their heart that will be long in mend-
ing. One could not be blamed for believing
that life on God’s earth is often too barren,
and lonely; that the weight of this burden is
more than we could possibly endure.

We are only in the beginning of our grief.
But deep within our hearts, we humbly know
God has a better plan than a lasting hurt. May
God provide a lasting and loving memory of
the young men who lost their lives.

Daniel Lawson, student athlete; Nate Flem-
ing, student athlete; Jared Weiberg, student
manager; Pat Noyes, direct of basketball oper-
ations; Brian Luinstra, athletic trainer; Will
Hancock, coordinator of media relations; Ken-
dall Durfey, engineer for the OSU radio net-
work; Bill Teegins, KWTV sports director and
the voice of OSU football and basketball; and
two pilots, Denver Mills and Bjorn Falistrom.
Every one of these individuals was an impor-
tant part of the OSU family. We shall miss
them dearly, but their memories will live on in
our hearts. May the spirit from our wonderful
memories of them grant us the grace, peace
and strength to fulfill their dreams.

I have a heavy heart—an aching heart—for
the loved ones of those who lost their lives.
My prayers and love go out to the families,
Coach Eddie Sutton and his staff, and the en-
tire OSU family.

Yes, may God’s love, mercy and grace sus-
tain and strengthen them. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that each member of the House join me as
our thoughts and prayers go out to the young
men’s families, their friends, and to the ex-
tended Oklahoma State University family who
lost ten loved ones.
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